River Trips

What & Where
WIEE

Who

Why

How




't is always more fun, and safer, paddling as a
group no matter the size of the group




Key things to /
o’
consider m

e What & Where

* River and section are you going to paddle

* When
e Are you going to paddle
* Who
* Are you paddling with
* Why
* Are you paddling this particular section

* How
* Are you getting there and sorting the logistics out




* River and section

* Access (get in and get out)
* Are there any hazards, weir and rapids

e Where is it

N AT * Wearing
3 g iy * Appropriate for the weather

* Gear and equipment to take
* If something goes wrong.......
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* Are you going to paddle

e Levels, recent weather (rain)

e Current weather

* Prevailing conditions

-

11 "C‘“F Precipitation: 0% PerShore! UK
Humidity: 63% Saturday
Wind: 14 mph Partly cloudy

Temperature  Precipitation = Wind
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* Are you paddling with
* Consider peoples abilities
* Paddle to the level of the weakest member

* Knows where you are going, when are you back?
* Has anyone done this section before, recently?

* |s organising the trip?

* Is the river leader?

* Rule — Less than 3 there should not be (hmm...)




* Are you paddling this particular section

* New section, different water levels, develop skills,
coaching, relaxation, meet friends, beautiful scenery,
challenging conditions, take friends, mental well being,
local, favourite place, limited access, on holiday, etc..

* This can have a big influence of your paddling



* Are you getting there, sorting the logistics out

* Transport of boats and people

* Physically getting on the water
* Pontoon or steep bank

e Distance from car to river at either end

* Are you communicating with each other
e Parking, is there any, cost




Logistics

* Assume Trip is on the Severn, Iron Bridge to Bridgnorth
* On this occasion, probably best to meet at the finish

* Depends on:
. People Vehicles, Canoe, Kayaks, Parking
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What works /
.8
{e]@Y/e]V} m

the grO U p * A bit of planning and preparation goes a long way to
make a successful and great trip

dln d yOU I * Know something about where you are going, it
. kes it f int ti
padd\lng makes it far more in e.res ing |
* Take the gear and equipment relevant for the trip

 Stay safe, do not take risks

* Whatever decision will not be suitable for everyone
so just make a decision, you are the organiser!




Equipment

* Must Have
* First Aid Kit, Throw Rope, Sling/Snake, Karabiner (x2)
* Phone, Drink, Food
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e Optional (But consider and subject to abilities and river)
* Split paddle, Map, Compass, Exposure Bag, etc., etc., etc..
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' As the river gradings increase, so does the technical
River Grades '
skill required... the higher the grade, the more skill and
experience you will need as a paddler... o

Grade | BOLEER IR =L
CI-ls NIl Moderate conditions require some skill
CIr-I[-RIIB ~White Water”, requires intermediate to advanced skills

Clr-Is[-BAVAll Challenging conditions, advanced skills required
CI=Ie[=AYAM \ery challenging, only to be attempted by experts
Clr-Ie[-RYA Extremely difficult, possible risk to life



https://gopaddling.info/river-gradings-simple-guide/
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Resources

River Levels
and releases
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https://riverlevels.uk/levels

https://www.gaugemap.co.uk/

https://www.farsondigitalwatercams.com/

https://check-for-flooding.service.gov.uk/river-and-sea-levels

https://www.andyjacksonfund.org.uk/wtw/map/#map

https://waterlevels.sepa.org.uk/

https://rivermap.org/info-home.php

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=scottis

hwwguide@gmail.com&ctz=Europe/London

On mobile — RiverApp, RainChasers
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Resources River Levels

River Levels , AN
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A | | O f l | K Go River Levels Flood Forecast Flood Wamings Website Status Help and Information

HOME / RIVER LEVELS BY COUNTY

Please take a minute to read this personal message from the creator of River Levels UK » l“,,'Do'n'ate' 4
(= | — R Y=l ) Lo

:g==: River Level Monitoring Stations by

= County

Counties are ceremonial, or geographic, counties rather than administrative counties, as that tends to work better for a geography-based
lookup. So unitary authorities will be found within their appropriate ceremonial county rather than having their own entry.

River Levels in England

* Bedfordshire (22 monitoring stations) ¢ Lincolnshire (223 monitoring stations)

¢ Berkshire (73 monitoring stations) * Merseyside (19 monitoring stations)

* Bristol (22 monitoring stations) * Norfolk (80 monitoring stations)

* Buckinghamshire (50 monitoring stations) * North Yorkshire (169 monitoring stations)
e Cambridgeshire (72 monitoring stations) ¢ Northamptonshire (71 monitoring stations)

* Cheshire (39 monitoring stations) * Northumberland (59 monitoring stations)




Resources

River Levels
All of UK

Shoothill

~ GaugeMap

What's on GaugeMap?

To search for UK and Ireland river gauges, please enter a town/city,
postcode or a river or catchment name:

Enter a location or river name... n

Map Layers My Favourites

Use the options below to change what datasets appears on the map.

Fl?)occi) lIlnsS:?ance? CICRTORUOOTE

Water Level

" @ V Flooding Possible Station

" @ Below Typical Range Station

() ¢ Other Station

* O v Offline Station

o Lik Copyright ® 2014 - 2025 Shoothill Ltd
s Sign up for the River Levels API

.
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e Northern
Ireland /.
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sle/of:-Man

M Leaflet | Wikimedia | Map data © OponSTr:tMlp contributors, Shooﬁ!l‘ i
WINNER! OPEN DATA fc\
INNOVATION AWARD 2014 STMOOTNILL




Resources Farson Digital

(= Memory usage: 286 MB

Rive r I_eve |S %Z‘r/;anréé;;'l Camera Locations ~ Dashboard ~ Help Q Start  freetrial Signin
Web Cams o e |

BOOK NOW
“TRC Apply:

Access live images from over
200 exclusive rivercams

With up-to-the-second high quality data

Today's featured cams Find a river cam

Canary Islands calling

- \
BOOK NOW o - k
“TROs Aply.




eellgel=i e Gov.uk

&t GOV.UK Check for flooding

Flooding

| nfo r- mat I O n a n d Beta This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it.
Rain Fall

Find river, sea, groundwater
and rainfall levels

Search river, town or postcode

O View map of levels

Contact Floodline for advice

Floodline helpline

Telephone: 0345 988 1188
Textphone: 0345602 6340

Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Find out more about call charges

Talk to a Floodline adviser over webchat
We're running webchat as a trial.
Start chat




Resources

River Levels
Scotland

Wheres the Water
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Resources BE

River Levels
Scotland

2 sepda

Home Frequently asked questions Return to SEPA [F

& Back to station list

Find Scottish water levels information

Service Status Do you use SEPA's

PLEASE NOTE: We are experiencing technical issues Hydrologicql data?

at the Laxford Bridge monitoring station and are

) . Help us understand current and future data
working hard to diagnose and resolve.

requirements by completing a short survey.

Complete survey @

[ = Station list view Q@ View stations on map




Resources River Map

= Memory usage: 51.5 MB

River Map
Europe & _
Scotland Rivermap M

Rivermap visualizes the navigability of river sections on an interactive

;‘:m:l map to give canoeists the best possible and quick overview of the

e Ma

. P current situation. Individual sections are color-coded according to water

mj I I.EEIJ = level, and tips collected by paddlers provide valuable additional
information. Filters and linked data allow for more detailed analysis of

Current the current situation and future developments.

River information All information is provided without guarantee.

Description

Accessibility Characteristics

English Summary + MNon-binding indication of the navigability of over 1000 WW routes

service » carefully curated sections (multi-stage process, even with changes)

Map Embed « MNon-commercial and independent project since 2008

System Status
¥ s Provision of partial data under open licenses

ject
el s Accessibility information for mobile devices

Contact and Team
Data Suppliers
Contributor Agreement « further information and links

« River information as a current supplement to the river guide

Using Rivermap Data
The RCSD
Public licenses

External project

Rivermap Japan

Rivermap Supporter
Group




Resources

River Releases
Scotland

Scottish White Water Calendar

¢ > May2025 ~

MON TUE WED THU
28 29 30 1May

Falls of Lora Garry

11:00 Meriston = 11:00 Tue to 16:00 Wed

11:00 Moriston = 11:00 Tue to 16:00 W Garry

Lyon

12 13 14

Lyon

19

11:00 Moriston - 11:00 Tue to 16:00 Wed

Garry

Lyon

2 (27) 2
Falls of Lora Garry

[~ [ —

14:00 Upper Tummel - 1400 D1 - 130

scottishwwguide@gmail.com
Events shown in time zone: (GMT+01:00) United Kingdom Time
Add to Google Calendar

FRI

9

Garry

23

Awe - Sat 06:00 - 18:00 Awe - Sat 06:00 - 18:00

7 18

Garry Garry

05:00 Moriston - 05:00 Sat to 10:00 Sun

24 25

N TJun

09:00 Moriston - 09:00 Sat to 14:00 Sun

Google Calendar



Resources jﬁr

* Go Canoeing - https://gopaddling.info/paddlepoints/

River GuU ides * UK Rivers Guide Book - https://www.ukriversguidebook.co.uk/

e River Access For All -
https://accessmap.riveraccessforall.co.uk/

* Canals & Rivers Trust - https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
* Wiki - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main Page

e Other Club Members

e Other Clubs

* Facebook

* Google

* Guidebooks, there are lots!!



https://gopaddling.info/
https://www.ukriversguidebook.co.uk/
https://accessmap.riveraccessforall.co.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

Resources

Rivers, Lakes &
Lochs

Paddle Points

FOWERED BY _
ey PADDLEY™ Paddling Blogs »  Find Paddling »+  Paddler v  Beginner

Blofield Heath

North

e Burlin
Blofield s

g I

ham_—.
The Broads

Natl Pk Sy

Cﬁﬂﬁ;? Burgh Castle

Swardeston

Paringland Belton

ulbarton

LATEST PADDLING BLOGS

Paddling the Llangollen Canal and
Pontcysyllte Agueduct

Essential Gear for Paddling
Adventures

e

Raveningham

Tasburgh . .
Inflating Your Adventure: A Guide to
SUP Pumps

City Paddling Breaks Pt.2

Hempnall

‘ster  Long Stratton
Wacton Paddle Birmingham's extensive

canal system




Resources UK Rivers Guidebook

UKRGB

RIVG FS, I_a keS & P g » " ; The UK Rivers Guidebook
Lochs corst CANIRES

UKRGB Home Community Rivers ~ Sea ~ FAQ ~ ® Signin

Q » Home

The UK Rivers Guidebook s Googe [N

[ o 30
From the Forum... Latest Updates

Valley Aquanaut HV rm - Tom the Dane 25/05/2025 - Hi all, | have come across an Aguanaut HV rm on sale for a very fair Price. | already have a
North Shore Atlantic rm. If | get the Aquanaut | would use it as my tour boat. Can anyone tell me how the Aquanat... « Corsica Whitewater Guide

« Thurso River
Tweed get out contention - ChrisJK 25/05/2025 - Hello | mostly paddie sea boats but joined a trip canoeing on the Tweed last weekend where « River Medway - The Twyford Bridge
the water level was very low. We paddled the section from... Weir.

« River Medway - Tonbridge to

Hawking on the rocks? - Apple Tree 23/05/2025 - Hawking up phlegm. (Horking?) Sometimes | hear a noise, usually at low tide, rocky areas, Alagton

which sounds like someone clearing their throat before spitting or *hawking' up... . 2!"‘*’ 2°’"‘ IV“; 't';*:jw’t‘e /‘;V‘Ila"‘
. iver Loquet - HO! ry 1o glers

Arms (Weldon Mill)
« River Ure - Appersett to Aysgarth
Mill
« River South Tyne - Alston to
Slate Isles Trip 2025 - Max_W 19/05/2025 - Hi all, having benefitted from the trip reports and experiences of others through the last few years Slaggyford
when planning my own trips, | thought I'd... « The UK Rivers Guidebook

Lost paddie - Kirstyt123 21/05/2025 - Lost a black and white celtic paddle last sat (17th may) on the lower Trywern at the white water centre
Lost in the boulder field left hand side If found please contact kirsty 07900197462 ManyThanks




Resources

Rivers & Canals

Canal &

——— RiverTrust

Making life better by water

Our cause Canals & rivers Things to do -

We're the charity for
canals

Your support helps us protect the 2,000
miles of canals & rivers you love

Help protect canals >

Boating -

News Aboutus Wales Cymru MyTr

Volunteer

(& Memory usage: 167 MB

Support us




Resources Rivers Access Map

R | vVers & Ca na |S Welcome to the Rivers Access map ACtionfor Accors

Taking action to free our rivers

UK map UK map

wiih cinals withart cenli List of all rivers Input a new river Relevant links Homepage

The map has been compiled by volunteers to help answer the question “Where, in the UK, am I allowed to paddle?” Due to the
lack of agreement regarding the law in England and Wales, that can be a difficult question to answer but we have done our
best. If you think we have got it wrong or feel that further information is needed please let us know.

The map operates on several different levels. You will start with a UK national map showing rivers in three colours. Green means you have a
generally accepted right to paddle (subject to any licencing requirements there may be), amber means the riparian owners have agreed to paddling
in certain specific circumstances (often very limited) and purple means you have no generally accepted right to paddle. It does NOT mean you have
no rights of access - merely that others dispute this right. The UK map is also available in a version that excludes canals and drainage ditches.
Zooming in will provide a more detailed view (You may want to increase map resolution as you go)

. 5 o o d Right to Paddle Access Agreement — Disp
If you click on the trace of a waterway an “infobox” will appear with i - R ST , -
a summary of access information and possibly links to other R S : e ‘
. . . - . . Watiogoen Tar > iy
authoritative sources. You will also see an indication of any reported ~“*"" . Wey (below Send) (#81) :{ .
R : : ; ) .
access incidents with a link to details and a summary of users | Natural Sections of River below Send & Old Woking bypassing a section of canal and lock
: 3 *. ans as such it can be argued that it does not form part of the Wey Navigation and therefore 2
assessments of the .level of harz-issme?nt ge_nerally gxpenenced on this B 206 5k Bive actiun To i Biowerves fraguenrly pARTind 29
river. Click on the link for details of individual ratings and 2 /
comments & 0 reported incidents, 1 access reports
100% %’

While we hope that the map will be of use to you as an indication of |
where you can paddle and what reaction you can expect from other
river users we also hope that you will be able to contribute to the
development of the map. If you know of or paddle a river that’s not '\, =
shown please add it. You can locate individual rivers / sections from 7 o
a listing of all rivers in alphabetical order. This will lead to a detailed ‘7= |’
map of each river in the context of its local river system. The selected
river will be indicated by an “info box” which includes links to an
input form for an Access rating system. Please make your own
assessment of the access situation for the waterways that you paddle
and if you have experienced harassment from others in the peaceful
pursuit of your pastime please report it using the “Incident Report”

Readin
5

Report an incident or add new access rating




Resources

Rivers, Lakes,
Lochs & Canals

Wikipedia

'« 3 WIKIPEDIA

. The Free Encyclopedia

Main menu  hide

Main page
Contents

Current events
Random article
About Wikipedia
Contact us

Donate

Switch to old look

Contribute

Help
Learn to edit
Community portal
Recent changes
Upload file
Special pages

Contents  hide

(Top)
Etymology

| Q_ Search Wikipedia

‘ Search | Waterfall Man Mg [l =% &

River Avon, Warwickshire

Xp 37 languages v

Article Talk

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other rivers called Avon, see River Avon.

central England flows generally southwestwards and is a
major left-bank and easternmost tributary of the River
Severn. It is also known as the Warwickshire Avon or
Shakespeare's Avon, to distinguish it from several other
rivers of the same name in the United Kingdom.

Beginning in Northamptonshire, the river flows through or
adjoining the counties of Leicestershire,
Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire and
Gloucestershire, near the Cotswold Hills area. Notable
towns it flows through include Rugby, Warwick, Stratford-
upon-Avon, Evesham, Pershore and Tewkesbury, where
it joins the Severn. It has traditionally been divided since
1719 into the Lower Avon, below Evesham, and the
Upper Avon, from Evesham to above Stratford-upon-
Avon.

Improvements to aid navigation began in 1635, and a
series of locks and weirs made it possible to reach
Stratford, and to within 4 miles (6 km) of Warwick. The
Upper Avon was tortuous and prone to flooding, and was
abandoned as a means of navigation in 1877. The Lower
Avon struaaled on. and never reallv closed. althouah bv

Read Edit View history Y

Coordinates: (g 51.9964°N 2.1634°W

River Avon

The River Avon by the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon

-

* Path of the Avon (1] 2)
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Tools  hide

General

What links here
Related changes
Permanent link

Page information

Cite this page

Get shortened URL
Download QR code
Expand all

Edit interlanguage links

Print/export

Download as PDF

Printable version
In other projects

Wikimedia Commons

Wikidata item
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Resources mr

: : * Severn
Rlve.r G ! I.d = e https://www.ukriversguidebook.co.uk/site-
SpeleIC Rivers media/extras/severnea.pdf
* Wye

* https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64c26161f
92186000d866629/The-River-Wye-Paddle-Guide-March-
2023.pdf

* There are many others
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64c26161f92186000d866629/The-River-Wye-Paddle-Guide-March-2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64c26161f92186000d866629/The-River-Wye-Paddle-Guide-March-2023.pdf

Resources jﬁr

Other e Weather

* https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/

 Paddle UK

e https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/

e Ordanance Survey Maps
* https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/

* Google

* Facebook

* Track your paddling

e Other Canoe Clubs and the sites



https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/

Its hot just about the paddling,

It (s also about the journey.
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